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NEWSLETTER #5 

May 2017 

 

Dearest Member, 

 

Winter is definitely earlier this year than the last couple of years. Fortunately, 

the days are pleasant. The good, late rains will hopefully help to keep the 

course greener for longer. 

 

1. IMPORTANT DATES 
 

We also wish to remind members of the following important dates: 

June 9
th
  Curro Day 

June 16
th
  Young & Old 

June 24
th
  Monthly Medal 

July 22
nd

  Sanlam Cancer 

 

 

2. PHOTOGRAPHIC PRESENTATION. 

 

On Monday, June 12
th
 at 18h30, one of our Bankenveld residents, Johan 

Frost, will do an audio-visual presentation of some of his award-winning 

photographs at Primi. 

 



Johan is an Associate member of the Photographic Society of South 

Africa (PSSA) and has achieved the status of “Master” photographer at 

the local photographic clubs . Many of his photos have been accepted at 

national and international photo salons. 

 

Everybody is invited to join us to a social evening of very artistic 

photography and a complimentary glass of gluhwien.  

 

3. INTERNATIONAL SPORTS STARS 

 

The Captains’ Committee has resolved to create an additional Roll of 

Honour for club members that have or still participate in any sport at 

international level.  

 

The first three names on this Roll of Honour: International Sport Player is: 

Name Sport Country Period 

Sarie Fourie Corf Ball South Africa 1982 -1988 

Quintin Geldenhuys Rugby Italy 2009 - 2017 

Albert Venter Golf South Africa 2017 - 

 

If there is any other club member that has achieved national colours in 

sport that we have missed, please inform our Club Manager, Christo de 

Beer. 

 

 

 



4. BIRDS OF A FEATHER ....  

Our feature local bird of the month, the crested barbet (Trachyphonus 

vaillantii) is a sub-Saharan bird in the Lybiidae family. Its specific name 

commemorates François Levaillant, a famed French naturalist.  

 

With its thick bill and very colourful plumage the crested barbet is 
unmistakable. This small bird has a speckled yellow and red face with a 
small black crest. The belly is yellow with red speckles, wings are black 
with white specks and it has a broad black band on its neck. Yellow head 
and body with black and white feathers, red markings on end of body, its 
colour blend well in the bush. They have a distinct shrill. The crested 
barbet feeds on insects, other birds' eggs and fruits and sometimes mice. 

 

They nest in a hole in a tree or a log in a suburban garden. They are 
monogamous and territorial during breeding. Territory size varies 
according to their habitat. One to five eggs are laid at daily intervals from 
September to December. Incubation lasts between 13 and 17 days, 
beginning with the second or third egg and mainly by the female. The 
young hatch naked and blind. They are fed insects by both parents.. They 
fledge after about 31 days. Up to five broods have been recorded in a 
breeding season. 

 

They are found singly or in pairs. They like to bounce around on the 
ground looking for food; they usually call from a branch out in the open. 
They do not fly easily and then only for short distances. Crested barbets 
roost in holes in trees. They are very vocal, the call being a trill that can 
continue for long periods. Crested barbets are aggressive towards other 
birds in their territory and chase off both nest competitors such as other 
barbets and other birds such as doves and thrushes. They have also 
been recorded to have attacked rats and killed snakes. 

 

It is found in forests, savannah, suburban gardens, woodland thickets and 
watercourses in Sub-Sahara Africa. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub-Saharan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lybiidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Levaillant


 

5. EDWIN’S TIP OF THE MONTH:  The reverse pivot  
The reverse pivot is one of amateur golf’s great curses. As shown in the 

incorrect image, it often occurs when the left knee pokes out and down 

during the back- swing, rather than moving to the right, which would help 

the player correctly move his weight onto the right leg. Not being able to 

load your weight on your right side means you can’t transfer it 

to the left during the down- swing – a clear power leak.  

 

The downswing will also be problematic if the left knee pokes out, 

because your head will be in front of the ball coming down and that 

means a steep, weak downswing. Very often, the head has to back away 

from the target at impact, causing a big loss of power.  

 

You need to concentrate on making sure your left knee moves to the right 

during the backswing (as shown in the correct image), as this will facilitate 

a turn that gets your weight on the right side, with your head behind the 

ball. If this happens, then as the down- swing takes place, the left knee 

can recover back to where it started and the left hip can climb up, allowing 

the right shoulder to swing under the chin and the club to travel through 

impact on the correct plane.  

 

A drill to get a feel for it is to lift your left toe of the ground at 

address. This will eliminate the pivot point of your reverse pivot and 

allow you to feel your weight moving more towards your right heel in 

your backswing. 



 

 

 

 

6. LEAGUE NEWS 
 

The Highveld Golf Association’s Auma Handicap Leagues are now its 

final phases. 

 

 Bankenveld Spring Chickens lost their quarter-final to Standerton at 

Ermelo 

 Bankenveld Ou Toppies won their elimination match against 

Middelburg at Witbank. They play in the semi-final against Graceland 

at Kriel on June 10
th
. 

 Bankenveld Coffin Dodgers will their next match against Standerton 

away on June 3
rd

. 

 

 



7. GREEN FEES DURING WINTER 
 

Please take note during winter, from June 1
st
 to August 31

st
, there is a 

25% discount on playing (green) fees. 

 

 
8. PRO-SHOP 

The Pro-Shop has an end-of –season sale with certain items marked 25% 
down. 

 

 

9. NEW MEMBERS 
 

We wish to welcome Mehluko Mkhize as a new member to the Club and 

wish him an enjoyable golfing experience and social interaction here. 

 

10. COURSE MATTERS 

Christo and his team have converted two of the sand bunkers, at holes 3 

and 9, into grass bunkers. These two bunkers were very seldom in play, 

yet it still requires maintenance. We also believe that it will improve the 

playability of the course. 

 

11. CLUB COMPETITION RESULTS  

The results of the Battle of Bankenveld that took place on April 27
th
 are as 

follows: 

1st Place 
Cameron & Ryan Mackenzie, Jeff Mchunu & 

Allister Mackenzie 

2nd Place Eddie Hall, Ruhan, Amanda & Frik van Biljon 

3rd Place 
Werner de Beer, Andre van der Walt, Aubrey 

Doogan & Nelson Lopes 

Nearest to Pin 

5 & 14 Christo de Beer 

8 & 17 Ryan Mackenzie 

 



We were honoured with the presence of Quintin Geldenhuys, brother of 

Eugene, who has played 67 test matches for Italy, including two World Cups. 

 

The Monthly Medal held on Saturday, May 27
th
. The results were as follows:                  

Gross Winner Ryan Mackenzie 82 

Nett Winner Werner Hartzenberg 72 

Medal-Stableford Winner Ryan Fell 42 

Division A 

Winner Cameron Mackenzie 76 

Runner Up Christo de Beer 79 

Third JP Burger 82 

Division B 

Winner Tyrron Smith 75 

Runner Up Jose Dinis 83 

Third Place Mark Dimmick-Touw 85 

Division C 

Winner Tertia Bongaarts 39 

Runner Up Rene Lombard 36 

Third Sarie Fourie 34 

Nearest to pin 
Hole 5 & 14 Ryan Fell 

Hole 8 & 17 Jose Dinis 



       

   

The lucky draw took place during the prize-giving until the winner was 

present. Thandeka Hlatswayo was eventually our lucky draw winner. 

Congratulations Thandi, you deserve it. The lucky draw for June will take 

place at prize-giving on June 24
th
, and the amount to be won will be 

R500-00. 

We hope to see many of our members at the Young & Old. Please 

remember the age difference between the better-ball team must be 20 years 

or more. 

Regards, 

Eben van Wyk 
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